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WELCOME TO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
Whether you just stopped in to visit, or you are looking for a place of belonging, we welcome you. In our 
worship, formation, fellowship, and community engagement work, we strive for justice and peace and to honor 
the dignity of every human being. Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey, we are glad you are 
here. We believe God loves you—no exceptions! 

Communion of the People: All God’s people are welcome to share in the Holy Eucharist. Communion is 
received either kneeling or standing at the altar rail or at the standing station on the floor level. At the altar rail 
you have the option to drink from the chalice, to hand your wafer to the Lay Eucharistic Minister to intinct for 
you, or to cross your arms after you receive the bread to indicate that you do not wish to receive the chalice. At 
the floor station, communion is received by intinction by the Priest. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead 
of Communion, cross your hands across your chest; the priest will bless you. Gluten free wafers are available 
upon request.  

For the latest news and events at Epiphany, visit our website at epiphany.org or subscribe to our weekly 
newsletter. There are newcomer cards available in the pew in front of you and on the newcomer page of our 
website. We hope that you will fill one out while you’re here and hand it to one of the clergy so we can 
welcome you personally. 

Children of all ages are invited to participate fully in our liturgy. We welcome wiggles and giggles as signs of 
life and understand that sometimes children need to move about during worship. Children’s bulletins and 
activity bags are available. Ask an usher to help you locate those near the entrance to the worship space.  

If you do not have a nametag, please sign up on the clipboard on the welcome table in the Gallery. For today, 
there are stick-on nametags available. 

Giving to Epiphany: If you would prefer to give electronically today, please scan this QR code. 
Visit epiphany.org/ways-to-give to learn about other ways to give to our parish or to make a 
pledge. You’ll also find more information about Realm, our giving platform and secure online 
community. 

Recording/Livestreaming may be in progress: Liturgies and meetings at Church of the Epiphany may be live-
streamed and/or recorded so that we may include those who cannot be with us physically. If you prefer to sit in 
a location where you will be less visible to the camera, please let an usher, clergy, or staff person know. 

 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY, founded in 1898, is a parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta, 
The Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop.  

Clergy: The Rev. Amy Dills-Wright, Rector; The Rev. Carmie McDonald, Associate Rector 

Staff: Julie P. Ryder, Organist & Choirmaster; L. Shea McNutt, Parish Administrator; Taylor Irwin, Director of 
Children & Youth Ministries; Susie Boyko, Bookkeeper; Jason Sullivan, Facilities Manager; Anna Democko, 
Childcare Worker; Jessica Tirado, Childcare Worker; Sierra Jamison, Childare Worker 

Assisting Priests: The Rev. Barbara Ryder, The Rev. Bobbi Patterson 

Wardens: Sally Walker, Senior Warden; Matthew May, Junior Warden 
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Voluntary—Chorale prelude on Irby Philip Moore 

Processional Hymn 102—Once in royal David’s city Irby 

A Bidding Prayer 

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of 
the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.  

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion 
against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad 
with our carols of praise.  

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission 
of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city.  

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the 
hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, 
as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.  

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Together, let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, 
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

LESSONS & CAROLS 
The First Lesson Genesis 3:1–15 
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So 
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves.  

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you 
have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and 
dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”  

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Carol 82—Of the Father’s love begotten Divinum mysterium 
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The Second Lesson  Isaiah 11:1–3a; 4a; 6–9 
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The 
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Carol 497—How bright appears the morning star Wie schön leuchtet 

The Third Lesson Luke 1:26-38 
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Carol 265—The angel Gabriel Gabriel’s Message 

The Fourth Lesson  Luke 2:1; 3–7 
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Carol 79—O little town of Bethlehem (verses 1, 2, 3, & 5) St. Louis 

The Fifth Lesson  Hebrews 1:1-12 
In the fullness of time, God sent his Son whose reign is for ever and ever 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his 
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powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or again, ”I will be 
his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 
God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” 
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of 
your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed 
you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will 
perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing 
they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will never end.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Carol 93—Angels, from the realms of glory  Regent Square 

The Sixth Lesson  John 1:1–18 
The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Homily The Rev. Barbara Ryder 
   A period of silence is kept 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The Welcome 

Offertory  

Presentation Hymn 107—Good Christian friends, rejoice In dulci jubilo 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B, Expansive Language 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
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Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, 
was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the 
bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord S 125 Richard Proulx 

 
The people stand or kneel 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus 
Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember Christ’s death, 
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
We await Christ’s coming in glory; 

      Blest is the  one  who 
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we 
are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem 84—Love came down at Christmas Gartan 

 
The Communion of the People 

All God’s people are welcome to share in the Holy Eucharist. Communion is received either kneeling or standing at the altar 
rail. At the altar rail you have the option to drink from the chalice, to hand your wafer to the Lay Eucharistic Minister 
to intinct for you, or to cross your arms after you receive the bread to indicate that you do not wish to receive the chalice. If 
you prefer to receive a blessing instead of Communion, cross your hands across your chest; the priest will bless you. Gluten 
free wafers are available upon request. There is no standing station today. 

The Healing Rite 

During the Communion of the People, prayers for healing and anointing with oil are offered in the Chapel for those desiring 
them on their own behalf, or upon the behalf of another. All are welcome. 

Communion Hymn 89—It came upon the midnight  Carol 
Sung by all 

Communion Hymn 100—Joy to the world! the Lord is come Antioch 
Sung by all 
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Eucharistic Visitation 

Celebrant We, the church of Jesus Christ, send you forth bearing these holy gifts so that N. may share with us 
in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 

People We who are many, are one body because we all share one bread, one cup. Amen 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Christmas Blessing 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the 
darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen. 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you 
heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and 
favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Holy and undivided Trinity be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

Hymn 99—Go tell it on the mountain Go Tell It on the Mountain 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary—Pastoral Symphony G. F. Handel 

THE ARRANGEMENTS AT THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD and in honor and remembrance of her 
husband Ellery McClintock, by Sally McClintock. 

THE SANCTUARY LIGHT IS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD. 

Altar Arrangements & the Sanctuary Light can be given in honor of an anniversary, birthday, or in memory 
of a loved one. Visit epiphany.org/rsvp to reserve dates that have meaning for you.  

OUR FEAST DAY -  THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY -  JANUARY 6 
WORSHIP | The Feast of the Epiphany—Tuesday, January 6 at 6:00 p.m. 
1/6—The Feast of the Epiphany will be celebrated on our Feast Day, Tuesday, January 6 at 6:00 p.m. Following 
the service, please join us in the parish hall for our Feast Day Feast. 

WORSHIP | Participate in Epiphany Pageant—open to both adults & children 
1/6—Are you interested in playing a part in Epiphany’s annual pageant on our Parish’s feast day? All ages are 
invited to participate. Children, youth, and adults who are interested in participating are invited to sign up at 
epiphany.org/rsvp. The pageant rehearsal will take place at 4:30 p.m. on January 6. 

PARISH LIFE | Epiphany Feast Day Feast—Tuesday, January 6 at 7:00 p.m. • please RSVP for the dinner 
1/6—Following the Epiphany Pageant service will be our Feast Day Feast: A Tex-Mex potluck dinner. Sign up 
to bring a table-ready entrée (chili con carne, tamales, enchiladas, etc.) side, salad, or cornbread. Drinks, 
desserts, toppings, and chips & salsa will be provided. Go to epiphany.org/rsvp to sign up if you plan to stay 
for dinner and let us know what you are bringing. 


